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roles in her personal life. She was an
adventurous traveler; an avid reader; a
doting dog mom; and beloved daughter,
sister, and friend.

Despite the hectic Hill schedule, she
still prioritized time with colleagues,
friends, and family. Principled work
was a passion, but a principled life was
the goal.

So her memory is more than a leg-
acy. It is a call to action, to take care
of yourself, and take care of others as
well, to give selflessly, and to savor
what you have. Courtney dared to
dream. She challenged us to act.

Alongside the many joyful memories
she leaves with us, it is those actions
that we remember. On and off Capitol
Hill, Courtney helped advance the pro-
gressive cause and, through it all, re-
mained a kind and grounded person.

As my staff and I mourn her passing,
we also resolve ourselves to honor her
legacy by continuing to fight for the
better, fairer world that she so passion-
ately believed in.

My prayers are with Courtney’s par-
ents, Jill and Xevin; her sister,
Marissa; and the incredible network of
friends she made along the way in Mil-
waukee, Chicago, and Washington, D.C.

Rest in peace, Courtney.

———

OUR NATION’S CURRENT
ECONOMIC TRAJECTORY

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Chair recognizes the gentleman
Pennsylvania (Mr. JOYCE) for 5
utes.

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today with great con-
cern for our Nation’s current economic
trajectory.

Inflation is spiraling out of control,
unemployment numbers continue to
disappoint, and millions of small busi-
nesses are unable to fill job openings.
This pattern is increasingly alarming;
and for anyone who is paying atten-
tion, it is not a surprise.

The Biden administration’s plan to
throw money at problems is failing the
American people. This so-called rescue
plan is stunting our economic recovery
and impeding our Nation’s comeback
from the COVID-19 pandemic.

As President Biden makes even more
plans to squander our taxpayer dollars,
prices are skyrocketing. American
families are experiencing this first-
hand. As they see every day, the stag-
gering b percent increase in inflation is
affecting nearly everything, including
essentials. Together, food and energy
prices have increased nearly 4 percent.
And with the current cost of materials,
not even the kitchen sink is safe.

At home in Pennsylvania, no one is
shocked that gas is more than 50 per-
cent more expensive today than a year
ago. Our Commonwealth already has
one of the highest gas taxes in the Na-
tion, burdening workers and families
alike. We cannot afford to keep paying
more at the pump.

For hardworking families in Pennsyl-
vania and around the country, the cost
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of inflation is real. It is real at the gro-
cery store. It is real at the gas pump. It
is real at the hardware store and at the
local diner. It is real for every Penn-
sylvanian every day of the week.

As a nation, we cannot ignore the
sound and source of this alarming
trend. This is rooted in President
Biden’s and the Democrats’ broken eco-
nomic agenda. From higher taxes and
fewer jobs, to more regulations and
burdens on American industries, their
plan is not working.

Day after day, we see more evidence
of this. Just last week, the developers
of the Keystone pipeline stopped this
project after the Biden administration
effectively eliminated its opportunity
to succeed. Not only will this decision
hinder America’s energy independence
and security, it is also killing family-
sustaining jobs for American workers.

The Biden administration already
killed the pipeline. What will be next?

As inflation rises, the unemployment
rate remains disappointingly high and
our work force is suffering. This should
be a major warning to all of us that we
must stop this trend now. We cannot
afford to stay entrenched in President
Biden’s 1970s-era economic crisis.

We must advance pro-work, pro-
growth solutions that will jump-start
America’s recovery from the COVID-19
pandemic, and it starts with getting
Americans back to work, supporting
our small businesses, and strength-
ening the workforce. It also requires
ending the current administration’s in-
fatuation with Big Government inter-
vention.

The American people don’t want
more of the same. We simply cannot af-
ford more of it. This is a time to invest
in American workers, to promote the
dignity of hard work, and restore our
Nation to the path of recovery.

NATIONAL DAIRY MONTH

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to honor and cele-
brate a truly essential industry at
home in Pennsylvania and around our
country.

Dairy farmers go to work every day
of the year to produce safe and healthy
food for all American people. Despite
mounting regulations and obstacles,
these hardworking men and women
continue to persevere.

Dairy products, including nutrient-
rich whole milk, are good for our kids
and good for our families, and they are
essential for our region’s economy.

I have the distinct privilege of rep-
resenting nearly 20 percent of Penn-
sylvania’s dairy farms, which are home
to more than a quarter of our Common-
wealth’s dairy cows.

This robust industry is a key part of
our local community and our economy.
It is truly my privilege to stand up for
dairy farmers and to serve as their
voice here in Congress as we seek to
eliminate barriers to the dairy indus-
try’s success.

As we mark National Dairy Month, I
thank dairy farmers in Pennsylvania
and across the country for their stead-
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fast dedication to our communities and
to American families.

HIGHLIGHTING THE STAFF OF
MANCHESTER VA MEDICAL CEN-
TER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New Hampshire (Mr. PAPPAS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. PAPPAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to highlight the incredible ef-
forts of the staff at the Manchester,
New Hampshire, VA Medical Center,
who worked long hours to resolve a
massive backlog of unpaid medical
claims for community care.

In a district where veterans travel
long distances to get to a VA facility,
community care has been a game-
changer for vets to receive the services
they need closer to home. But in the
early years of the Choice Act, and now
the Mission Act, provider payment
delays and bureaucratic errors threat-
ened the stability of community care
networks and, ultimately, the access to
critical lifesaving care for veterans.

One of the first providers who con-
tacted our office was an acupuncturist
who provides care to veterans experi-
encing PTS and debilitating pain. The
acupuncturist was passionate about
caring for those who served, but the
chronic billing delays were creating se-
vere uncertainty and financial hard-
ship for her office.

She introduced me to a group of vet-
erans that she cares for in her office to
learn a little bit more about their expe-
rience. They all had a remarkable
story about how their quality of life
had improved since accessing these
services through VA community care.
But they understood that payment
delays could disrupt that.

Countless other providers, including
large hospital systems and small care
organizations, were also caught up in
this claims backlog. The VA was mak-
ing it difficult, if not impossible, for
many of these providers to continue
serving veterans.

The issue of unpaid claims was com-
pounded in the Northeast region by
VA’s multiple transitions between
third-party administrators over the
last few years. It created confusion and
frustration in both the provider and
the veteran communities.

I knew we couldn’t let our veterans
down, and that is why I am so thankful
for the efforts of the community care
team at the Manchester VA for work-
ing with our office, with providers, as
well as the third-party billers to thor-
oughly address this issue.

Our office worked closely with the
leadership at the Manchester VA Med-
ical Center and the New Hampshire
Hospital Association and its members.
A plan was developed to painstakingly
delve into the minutiae of the claims
backlog, line by line, so that providers
could be paid for legacy claims and re-
ceive timely payments for future serv-
ices.
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